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A Sunny Summer in the Atlantic Bubble
Welcome to summer 2020, dear 
Chronicle readers! We hope you 
stayed cool and hydrated as we end 
the second heat wave of the summer. 
With provincial and Atlantic Canada 
Covid-19 restrictions having noticeably 
lightened since our last issue, we 
here at Coastal Action hope you are 
enjoying a little respite and relaxation 
outdoors, partaking in adventure, and 
making new memories right here at 
home.

We’ve successfully completed our move 
to our new Mahone Bay office, and 
staff - following modified occupancy 
limits and other safety measures, in 
compliance with Covid-19 restrictions 
- are now working from our offices at 
the Mahone Bay Centre, along with our 
new neighbours and fellow community 
organizations.

Coastal Action staff gathering after work for a little refreshments and socializing at 
Saltbox Brewing Company in Mahone Bay last week.

Coastal Action staff have been able 
to continue with various field work 
activities this spring and summer (also 
modified for Covid-19); furthermore, 
we are also very pleased to announce 
several new projects (more on that 
below). Clare and her team are, 
even as I type, at the Morton Centre 
with their wonderful group of kids, 
engaging in one of our environmental 
education summer camps.

In this issue: Molly fills you in on our 
new snapping turtle project; Clare 
brings you up to speed regarding our 
Morton Centre camps; Alexa shares 
the details of our new Ghost Gear 
project; Shanna has a summary of 
water quality projects taking place 
in the Municipality of Chester; and 
Brooke announces our bursary and 
volunteer award winners.

Chronicle Highlights:

Coastal Action is a charitable organization that 
addresses environmental concerns throughout 
the South Shore region of Nova Scotia. Our goal 
is to promote the restoration, enhancement, and 
conservation of our ecosystem through research, 
education, and action. Our vision is a healthy 
environment for future generations.
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Snapping Turtle Project by Molly LeBlanc

Coastal Action is very excited to be 
starting up a new species at risk project 
this summer: snapping turtles! This 
past spring, we successfully applied for 
the Province of Nova Scotia’s Habitat 
Conservation Fund, which will allow 
us to pursue this important and much-
needed work. As long-lived species, 
turtles can be particularly susceptible to 
rapid population declines due to adult 
mortality and low recruitment into the 
local population. 

The snapping turtle (Chelydra 
serpentina) is Canada’s largest 
freshwater turtle and currently listed 
here in Nova Scotia as a vulnerable 
species. General threats to snapping 
turtles continue to increase each 
year as road mortality, shoreline 

development, human activity, persecution, loss of habitat, and climate 
change impact the survival of this, and other, turtle species. 

In recent weeks, the Coastal Action Species at Risk Team has been in the 
field scouting for key nesting sites throughout the Petite Rivière Watershed, 
monitoring nest predation, and watching for potential road crossings. Stay 
tuned for more information and updates on this exciting new project.

Nesting snapping turtle on Millipsigate Lake.

Young camper learning to start a campfire at the Morton Centre.

The Morton Centre Earth Adventure Camps are underway once again! 
2020 marks our 8th year leading environmental education programs at 
the Morton Centre; this year, however, has been quite different than 
previous summers, thanks to the global arrival of Covid-19. Throughout 
the spring season, our team has worked hard to develop new safety 
protocols, modifying our summer camps to meet both federal and 
provincial mandates and public health guidelines during the COVID-19 

2020 Morton Centre Summer Camps by Clare Kellock 
pandemic. Throughout that process, 
we chose to deliver three summer 
day camps, with a maximum of 8 
participants in each camp. Two new 
programs being delivered this summer 
are World of Wizards and Locavores’ 
Feast.

We look forward to continuing to 
offer high-quality, unique, and magical 
environmental education programming 
that fits the new normal in the coming 
year. While registration is now full 
for our summer programs, we’d love 
to hear from you if you’d like to be 
added to our mailing list for future 
promotions. For more information, 
contact Clare: clare@coastalaction.org.
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Tackling Ghost Gear in Southwest Nova Scotia by Alexa Goodman

Coastal Action is diving into our new 
ghost gear project, Collaborative 
Remediation of Abandoned, Lost, 
and Discarded Fishing Gear (ALDFG) 
in Southwest Nova Scotia, funded 
by Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s 
(DFO) Sustainable Fisheries Solutions 
and Retrieval Support Contribution 
Program (SFSRSCP). 

Abandoned, lost, and discarded 
fishing gear (ALDFG), commonly 
called “ghost gear”, makes up a 
large portion of all marine debris.  
It’s known to cause negative 
environmental, economic, and 
social impacts including habitat 
degradation, indiscriminate fishing 
and entanglements, decreased 
catches, and at-sea safety hazards. 

The project will work collaboratively 
with industry, academia, and 
government to prevent, reduce, and 
assess the impacts of ALDFG on the 
South Shore of Nova Scotia (LFAs 33, 
34, and 35 – Nova Scotia only) from 
July 2020 to March 2022.

Project goals & highlights include:  

l Install 10 rope recycling bins at 
wharves across the region.

l Divert ~2,000 lobster traps and 
22 tonnes of rope. 

l Complete over 159 sea days 
with fishers to retrieve ALDFG from 
priority areas. 

l Conduct an impact assessment 
of retrieved ALDFG. 

Coastal Action staff Alexa Goodman collaborating with stakeholders of the ghost gear project.

In response to public concerns 
around water quality, the 
Municipality of Chester (MOC) 
has contracted Coastal Action to 
implement two small-scale water 
quality monitoring programs this 
summer from June to September. 

At Bayswater Beach Provincial Park, 
monthly bacteria monitoring will be 
conducted in the freshwater pond 

Municipality of Chester - Water Quality Programs by Shanna Fredericks 

l Apply new technologies to 
help manage ALDFG, including 
side-scan sonar to identify disposal 
locations. 

l Work with Sustane Technologies 
to recycle retrieved rope.  

The project is the first of its kind 
in Southwest Nova Scotia and we 
are excited to start cleaning up our 
ocean!

that flows across the beach 
and into the marine swimming 
area. In the Rafuse Cove area 
of Western Shore, monthly 
bacteria monitoring will occur 
at three locations. 

MOC will be sharing the 
results of these programs with 
the public each month.

Rafuse Cove.
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Want to hear more about topics covered in this issue?
If you’d like to read more information regarding the stories highlighted in this 
issue, please visit our website (www.coastalaction.org) where we post more 
detailed updates on all of our projects. We have lots on the go here at Coastal 
Action: research, education and outreach, public engagement activities, and 
volunteer opportunities. If you’d like to see a report on one of our projects or 
events in the Coastal Chronicle, send us an email at info@coastalaction.org.

Our new home at the Mahone Bay Centre (Image: mapio.net).

Left: Paul MacDonald Volunteer of the Year 
recipient John McNeil. Above: Dan MacPail 
Memorial Bursary winner Robyn Lohnes.

Profile: Bursary and Volunteer Award Winners by Brooke Nodding

Each year Coastal Action presents 
our Paul MacDonald Volunteer of the 
Year Award and our Dan MacPhail 
Memorial Bursary to two deserving 
individuals. 

Normally this presentation would 
take place at our Annual General 
Meeting in June; however, due 
to Covid-19, this year’s AGM was 
pushed to September so our awards 
will be delivered virtually and through 
Canada Post.

We are happy to announce that the 
2020 recipients of our annual awards 
are Robyn Lohnes and John McNeil. 
Robyn is a graduate from Park View 
Education Centre who is looking to 
pursue a Biology degree from either 

Mahone Bay Centre
45 School Street, Suite 403
Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia

(902) 634-9977
info@coastalaction.org

www.coastalaction.org

Dalhousie University or the University 
of Western Ontario. John is an active 
volunteer, for the past five years, 
with our Fox Point Lake water quality 
monitoring program. Congratulations 
to both Robyn and John!

Coastal Action is a not-
for-profit conservation 
organization. By donating 
financially to any of our 
projects we will provide 
charitable donation tax 
receipts. We also sell 
various articles of clothing, 
accessories, and maps; all 
proceeds go to Coastal 
Action projects and 
programs!


