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Warm Tidings for a Peaceful Holiday
Happy Holidays, dear readers - and 
welcome to our fifth special edition 
of the Chronicle! First of all, on behalf 
of all of us, I thank you for choosing 
to keep up with Coastal Action news 
during 2020, a year that’s brought 
so much change and uncertainty 
worldwide. We truly appreciate the 
kind support of our communities, and 
throughout 2020 we have worked hard 
to continue with our various projects 
and activities. 

Though many modifications were made 
for Covid-19 safety and / or changes 
in project funding, we were able to 
continue conducting important field 
work, create new projects, and have 
a positive impact on the environment. 
Electrofishing surveys, snapping turtle 

Coastal Action 2020 staff sharing a holiday hangout together on Thursday evening.

monitoring, ghost gear retrieval, our 
Morton Centre summer camps, water 
quality monitoring, partnerships with 
local farms to adapt for climate-
related hazards, and Atlantic whitefish 
monitoring are just a few of the projects 
we worked on this year!

Our usual holiday celebrations have 
also been modified - but not cancelled! 
Throughout 2020 we have been taking 
part in monthly wellness activities 
together, to keep our staff sound and 
connected while we work from home. 
This year we had a Holiday Hangout 
online - still celebrating together! And 
we hope you are too. Take good care, 
and we wish you all the very best for 
2021.   

Holiday Highlights:
Your Donations 
Truly Make a 
Difference
Page 2

Dreaming of a 
Green Christmas
Page 3

Coastal Action is a charitable organization that 
addresses environmental concerns throughout 
the South Shore region of Nova Scotia. Our goal 
is to promote the restoration, enhancement, and 
conservation of our ecosystem through research, 
education, and action. Our vision is a healthy 
environment for future generations.

Jennifer McKinnon, Editor 
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Coastal Action deeply appreciates the generosity of our communities, most especially in a year as significantly 
impacting to the world as 2020 has been. Any holiday donations made to our organization directly support 
Coastal Action’s vision of a healthy environment for future generations, achieved through our mission to 
restore and protect the environment. Here are some ways you can direct your donations, if you so choose.

Education
Donate directly to a child’s registration fees for camp! Our full-day summer camps range from $145-
$165 per week and provide youth ages 6-15 with positive experiences in the natural world. Donate to our 
Environmental Education projects and your gift will go towards purchasing outdoor gear for the youth in our 
after-school programs. Clothing can be a significant barrier to participating in outdoor activities for youth 
who would otherwise benefit from the physical and mental health benefits of outdoor learning and play. A 
donation of $80 covers the costs of a pair of waterproof pants and a waterproof jacket for a participant.

Coastal & Marine
Want to prevent plastic pollution from entering our oceans? Your donation will support and enhance our 
shoreline and highway cleanups across Nova Scotia’s South Shore!

Watersheds & Water Quality
Your contribution helps fund fish habitat restoration work in our local watersheds including the removal of 
invasive species, improving aquatic connectivity, and enhancing fish habitats. Donations to Coastal Action 
supports projects aimed at protecting human health through the monitoring of water quality in local lakes and 
rivers.

Species at Risk & Biodiversity
Help protect the snapping turtle! Your donation allows us to continue monitoring snapping turtle nesting sites 
to gain valuable population data. Support an endangered species! Your gift helps us to continue our work 
protecting Canada’s most endangered fish; the Atlantic whitefish. This species is currently only found in three 
lakes on the South Shore of Nova Scotia.

Climate Change
Give the gift of plants! Coastal Action will plant native grasses and rushes to restore a tidal wetland with 
community volunteers in Mahone Bay in 2021. Your donation helps purchase native plants for this initiative! 
Every $1.50 = one plant plug of native rushes or grasses. Your gifts also help us to purchase native shrubs and 
herbs to plant a living shoreline in Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia! Every $25 = one shrub or two herbs.
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Want to Learn More About Us?
If you’d like to read more information about what we do at Coastal 
Action, please visit our website (www.coastalaction.org) where we post 
more detailed updates on all of our projects. We have lots on the go here 
at Coastal Action: research, education and outreach, public engagement 
activities, and volunteer opportunities. If you’d like to see a report on one 
of our projects or events in the Coastal Chronicle, send us an email at 

info@coastalaction.org.

Coastal Action is a not- 
for-profit conservation 
organization. By 
donating financially we 
will provide charitable 
donation tax receipts. 
We also sell various 
articles of clothing, 
accessories, and local 
maps; all proceeds go to 
Coastal Action projects!Our new home at the Mahone Bay Centre.

Dreaming of a Green Christmas: Tips for the Holidays, Part 4
Continuing the tradition of our Holiday 
Chronicles from past years, here are a few 
more tips for making zero-waste / eco-
friendly habits a part of your own holiday!

l 2020 has been a trying year for many 
local businesses, and many owners and 
employees of these businesses rely on the 
holidays as a significant contribution to 
their livelihood. One of the easiest ways we 
can reduce how we impact the environment 
is to shop local: food producers, artisans, 
book shops, and crafters will greatly 
appreciate the gift of supporting local 
businesses now more than ever. Even very 
small shops now allow you to browse, 
purchase, and receive their wares without 
even leaving your home!

l Remember to get outside. It’s no secret this year has 
brought increased levels of uncertainty and stress on a global 
scale. Fresh air and outdoor scenery - not to mention the 
physical activity! - will positively impact all aspects of your life, 
both during the holidays and well beyond.

l Go easy on yourself. Personal and professional expectations 
have faced some serious tests this year; make sure to give 
yourself space to rest and recoup. You’ve done so well!

Mahone Bay Centre
45 School St. Suite 403

Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia
(902) 634-9977

info@coastalaction.org

www.coastalaction.org
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